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Course Obijectives and Content

So you want to study philosophy! Well, you have cometo theright place, for this
courseintroducesyou to thefield. We assume you have probably not had any formal
training in philosophy, you' restudyingit for thefirst time. You probably want to learn
what philosophy isall about, and wonder how studying it can benefit you. The

course' svery accessibletextbook will help to satisfy your curiosity in asinteresting a
way aspossible. Professor Vel asquez organizes Philosophy: A Text with Readings
around the notions of self-discovery and autonomy. If these notionsmean littleto you
now, don’'t worry; you’ Il understand them by theend of the course. Each chapter inthe
textbook and each lessonin your learning guide deal swith one or both of these no-
tions. Thusthey will help you gain knowledge about yourself and theworld.

We beginwith abroad introduction to the nature of philosophy by addressingits
meaning, conduct, and value. Thefirst lesson al so introducesyou to the principal
divisonsof philosophy andto “thefather of philosophy,” Socrates. The next lessons
introduce various responsesto such basi ¢ philosophical questionsas.

What am 1?

What istherel ationship between philosophy and God?
What isthe nature of reality?

What arethe sourcesand limitsof our knowledge?
What istruth?



What isright and good conduct?
What istheroleof theindividual insociety?

If these questionsdon’t interest you, thiscourseisn’t for you. But evenif they interest
you only moderately, you' retaking theright course. Asyou read, study, and think
about philosophers’ and others responsesto these questions, you' || grow increasingly
interested in pursuing them. Actively pursuing philosophical questionsisquite addic-
tivel

Nonetheless, philosophical inquiry isdifficult for most studentsin the beginning, partly
because of the nature of its questions. Most people haven’t spent much time pondering,
say, the nature of truth, but onceyou get into the spirit of responding to such questions,
you'll feel increasingly comfortablein searching for suitable answersto them. And
likeit or not, asyou read and think about theseissuesyou’ |l gain self-knowledge. This
resultisone of the course’ smajor objectives—perhapsthe most crucia one.

You' Il get to know thework of many thinkershere. You needn’t remember what
they’ veall written, or everything critics have said about them. But do approach the
course materia swith an open mind. Study the readingsclosely and carefully. You'll
probably need to read each selection at least twice. Trust us, it isbetter the second
timel!

Required Texts

Manuel Velasguez. Philosophy: A Text with Readings, 8th ed. Belmont, CA:
Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2002.

Thisjargon-freetextbook, covering most of theimportant philosophical topics, in-
cludesexamples summaries of itschapters. Marginal definitionsand aglossary will
help you grasp unfamiliar philosophical terminology.

Thebook offers selectionsfrom the great philosophers and information about their
livesand ideas. It a so contains somefictional readings. These piecesraiseissueslike
those presented earlier in the chaptersin an expository style.

Course Organization

Inlesson 1 we explore the meaning, conduct, and value of philosophy. You' Il encoun-
ter epistemol ogy, metaphysics, and ethicsasthe principal divisionsof philosophy. Also,
severd figuresfromthe history of philosophy appear, such as Socrates, Voltaire, Jiddu
Krishnamurti, someof the pre-Socratics, and some early Indian philosophers.

Lesson 2 explores severa responsesto the question, What am|1? Theseincludethe
rationalist, Western religious, scientific, existential, and Eastern responses. Herewe
also examinethefeminist challengeto therationalist view of human nature.\We ponder



whether we are made of mindsand bodies, other wayswe can answer the What am 17?
question, and theimplications of answersfor our lives. Somethinkerscovered are
Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Confucius, and Elizabeth Spelman.

L esson 3 providesresponsesto the question, What isreality? The metaphysica
positionsyou' || study belong to materialism, idealism, pragmatism, phenomenol ogy,
existentialism, and freewill versus determinism. Youll read selectionsfrom theworks
of ThomasHobbes, George Berkeley, Jorge LuisBorges, andA. A. Luce.

Lesson 4 isyour last assignment before the midterm exam. Thereyou' || consider the
nature of religion, proofsfor the existence of God, aternativesto monotheism, the
natureof belief, “radical” Western theologies, Easternreligions, and feminist theol ogy.
Some philosopherswhosework we consider are ThomasA quinas, René Descartes, and
Anne Conway.

Lesson 5isthemidterm, and lesson 10isthefinal exam. Both consist of essaysonly.
You' | answer four of theten possible exam questionsgiveninthislearning guide.
You'll havethirty minutesto respond to each question.

The sources of knowledgeisthe subject of lesson 6. Hereyou' Il study rationalism,
empiricism, transcendental idealism, and the scientific method. The philosophers
David Hume, John Locke and Immanuel Kant providefocal points. Thelessonaso
featuresreadingsfrom James Joyce and ThomasNage..

Lesson 7 dealswith three theories of the nature of truth and three corresponding
approachesto science. Theformer arethe correspondence, coherence, and pragmatic
theoriesof truth; thelatter aretheinstrumentalist, realist, and conceptual relativist
approachesto science. Inthislesson you' |l read about the difficulty of interpreting
textsand evidencein therealmsof literature and science. Thework of Immanuel Kant
isprimary here.

Ethicsisthe subject of lesson 8, thelast |esson beforethefinal exam. Hereyou' |l study
severd ethical distinctionsand theories, including egoism, utilitarianism, and divine
command theory. Welook at Aristotl€’ svirtuetheory and Kant’s categorical impera-
tive. Thislesson features Friedrich Nietzsche and Mary Wollstonecraft.

Lesson 9, thelast one beforethefina exam, concernssocia philosophy. Herewe
explorevarioustheories of theinteraction between an individual and society. Topics
includethe contract theory, anarchism, totalitarianism, and individualism. These
theoriestry to answer questions about what gives astate authority over aperson, and
what constitutesjustice. You' || read works by William Williams, John Hospers, and
MacolmX.



The Lesson Design

At the beginning of each lesson, you' || seelesson objectivesand thereading assign-
ment. While doing the reading assignment, you will encounter listsof questions. Treat
these questionsas an opportunity to test yourself. Write responsesto themif time
permits, or at least think through how you’ d respond if you had thetimeto do so.
Writing out answers, whiletime-consuming, helpsyou understand and retain the
material. Beyond serving asagood |earning tool, these questionsal so prepareyou for
thekindsof questionsyou’ [| answer inthewritten assignmentsand exams. Soyou’ |l
focusonwhat you havejust read and should remember.

The Exam Design

Oneam of thiscourseisto foster your writing abilities—in particul ar, your ability to
writecritical essayson philosophical topics. Theexamstest thisability. They require
you to explain some of the philosophical positionsyou’ vestudied and evaluatethem
criticaly. Thefour questionson both examscomefromthelist of ten essay questions
you' veadready seenin previouslessons|f you preparein advancefor each of theten
samplequestions, you' || bewell-prepared for the exams. It’sbest to make an outline of
how you would respond to each question. You' || havethirty minutesfor each question.
Douseall of thistime.

Grading Standards

Plagiarism

Themidterm (lesson 5) and thefinal examination (lesson 9) are each worth 30 percent
of your final grade. The other seven lessons are worth acombined total of 40 percent
of your final grade. That comesto alittleover 5 percent of your final grade per lesson.
Thewritten assignmentsin lessons 1 through 4 and 6 through 9 must be typed or
word-processed. Your instructor will evaluate your written work for clarity, complete-
ness, devel opment, accuracy, and organization. To passthiscour sein compliance
with thelndependent Study Program’sacademic policies, your two exam grades
must aver ageat least a D-. Evenif your written assignment grades are excellent, you
will not passunlessyou fulfill thisrequirement.

Asstated in IndianaUniversity’s Code of Sudent Rights, Responsibilities, and
Conduct (Art. 11, 8A3), “ A student must not adopt or reproduceideas, words, or
statements of another person without an appropriate acknowledgment. A student must
giveduecredit to the originality of othersand acknowledge an indebtednesswhenever
he or shedoesany of thefollowing:

a quotesanother person’sactual words, either oral or written;



b. paraphrasesanother person’swords, either ora or written;
C. usesanother person’sidea, opinion, or theory; or

d. borrowsfacts, statistics, or other illustrative material, unlesstheinformationis
common knowledge.”

Contacting Your Instructor

With each lesson you must submit an assignment cover sheet. Every cover sheet hasa
gpacefor your questionsand comments; please do usethisspace. If problemsarise
between assignments, you may writeto your instructor at the Independent Study
Program. Many instructors also use e-mail with students. Please check theinformation
bookl et you received with your enrollment materia sfor the compl etelisting of instruc-
torswith e-mail addresses. You may al so reach most instructorsby calling our toll-free
number.

Pleaserefer to the contact information on the back cover of thislearning guidefor
addressesand tel ephone numbers.



